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THE CITY OF KOURION HONOURS
KALLIKLES, SON OF KALLIKLES

OF ALEXANDRIA

tation of a new Ptolemaic honorific inscrip-

tion! which was found in 1998 in the Acro-
polis of Kourion in southwest Cyprus. The short
discussion on the evidence yielded by the new
document will be followed by a brief comparative
study of three other published honorific inscrip-
tions, which refer to the same Ptolemaic official.

Purpose of my communication is the presen-

The new document is inscribed on a rectangu-
lar pedestal of whitish limestone (0.78 x 0.28,
width 0.33) which has its upper and rear surface
broken off. On the upper surface partly preserved
two dowel-holes (0.06 diam, 0.06-0.08 deep),
betray the support for a statue. The inscription, in
eight lines, is complete, and occupies the front
long surface of the statue-base (height of the
inscription 0.23). Fig. 1 (squeeze).

KaAAiAfv KaAAikAéous "AeEavdpéa TOV
APXIOWHATOPUAGKA Kal YPAUHUATEX TCOV
&v "AAeEavdpeial ITTéwv Kal EUVULOY TTApacTETNV
kal 8iddokalov ToU BaoiAéws TGV TaAKTIKGDY
5 Koupiéwov 1) méAis apeTiis Evekev Kal evvoias
Tis eis PaciAéa TTtoAepaiov kal Bacidicoav
KAeomratpav v aSeAgpnv Oeous Orihouritopas kal
Ta& Ték[val
Kal TS €ls €auThv evepyeoias kal TPOs E'nrd\n'cxg
Sikatoouvns.

The honorand is Kallikles, son of Kallikles, of
Alexandria. The city of Kourion erects his statue to
honour him for his virtue, his devotion to the
reigning king Ptolemy Philometor, the queen sister
Cleopatra and their children, for his benefactions

* Cyprus Museum.
1. Found in 1998 by Dr Demos Christou in his excavations at
Kourion, whom I thank for granting me the permssion to study it.

Ino NicoLaou*

to the city of Kourion itself and for his just conduct
to everybody. In the inscription his rank and
offices are enumerated: &pxiocopatopUiag, (com-
mander of the royal body guard), ypauuaTets téov
¢v 'AAe€avdpeia immécov (secretary of the house-
hold cavalry in Alexandria), elcovupos Tapao-
TaTns (lieutenant of the left wing?), Si8&okahos
ToU Baoihécos TéOV TakTikév (instructor royal in
the technicalities of war).

Another three Cypriot inscriptions inscribed
on pedestals found at Palaipaphos in western
Cyprus, refer to the same Alexandrian Kallikles,
son of Kallikles. They may have been originally set
up in the sanctuary of Aphrodite at Palaipaphos.
Two of the documents have been published by T.
B. Mitford in BSA 56, 1961, 20f, nos 53, 54. The
third is published by the writer in the RDAC 1991,
200f, no. 21, pl. LVL.21. These documents have as
follows:

Mrrrorp, T.B., The Annual of the British School at
Athens (BSA) 56, 1961, 20f no. 53:

[BaociAéa TTToAepaiov Oedv]
[® A\ ouriTolpal KlaAAKAfs]
[KlaAAikAé[o]us "AAe[EavBpeus]
O apxlowpatopUA[ag kai ]
5 Tév ¢v AleEavdpelial immécov]
kal 8iddokaAos [Tou BaoiAéws]
TAKTIKGV eVep|yeoias évekal
TS €ls éauTdv Kal [Ta Tékval.

Mirtrorp, T.B., o.c., 21, no. 54 (=SEG XX, 1964,
199):

[KaAAtlkAfiv KaAAikAéo[us, TV cwpaTopuAdkwv
Tto-]
[Aepaiou iA&plxnv, Tév év "AAeGavdpeial TeTay-
Hévaov]
ITTécov Kal elovipcv [EmoTdlTny kai Siddo[kaiov]



Fig. 1.

ToU BactAéws TGOV TakTIKV V 1) ouvapxia TV év
Tapeot

5 oTpatnydv kal éoTpalTnyInkoTwy &peTiis Eveka
Kal

euvoias This eis BaoiAé[a] TTToAepaiov kai Bacihio-
oav

KAeomaTpav thv &deAgnv, Oeous OihournTopas, Kal

T& TéKva

kal Tiis €ls eau[TInv evepyeoias kai mPoOs &TaAvVTAS
Sikaloovvns.

Nicoraou, L., Report of the Department of Antiqui-
ties of Cyprus (RDAC), Nicosia 1991, 200f no. 21,
pl. LVL.21 (=SEG XLI, 1991, 1478):

‘H moAis 1) TTagicov KaAAikAfv
KaAAikAéous *AAeEavdpéa
TOV apXlIowHaTOPUAaKka &peTiis [Eveka]
kal evolas Tiis eis Baoihéa [TTToAepaiov]

5 «al v &8eAprv Blacidicoav KAeomrdtpav]
O¢eolUs OrhouriTopas Kal T& [Tékva auTdV].

In BSA 56, no. 53 Kallikles, son of Kallikles
himself, honours king Philometor. Stating his own
offices in the same document he is &pxicco-
natopuAag (commander of the royal bodyguard),
[emi] TV év "AAeCavdpelial iTrmécov] (commander
of the cavalry in Alexandria), 3i8dokahos [ToU
BaoiAéwos] TakTikév (instructor of the king in the
tactics of war). BSA 56, no. 54: In this document
Kallikles is honoured by the cuvapxia Tév év
M&peor otpaTtnydv kai toTpaltnylnkéTtwv (by
the college of the strategoi of the city of Paphos,
those on active service and those who served
already their term of office), these are local offi-
cials. These two inscriptions from Palaipaphos
were fragmentarily preserved and the text was
restored by T. B. Mitford. The new document from
Kourion being complete allows us to check the cor-
rectness of Mitford's restorations. Accordingly, Mit-
ford’s proposed restoration: [¢moTd&]Tnv in 1. 3 of
the inscription no. 54, is to be éhanged into

[TapaoTtd]tny. Also [Tév ccwpaTopuldkwy] in 1.1
of the same inscription, after the new Kourion doc-
ument, the Palaipaphos inscription BSA 56, no.
53, where Kallikles himself states his offices, and
the RDAC 1991 no. 21, the Palaipaphos inscription
no. 54, should be corrected to &pxiocouaTopy-
Aaka, with a change in the punctuation of Mit-
ford’s lines 1 and 2: 1. 1: [KaAAkAfv KaAAikA[éous,
ToV apxlowuaTopUAaka TTto] / [N epaiou, iN&plxnv
TV &v ' AAeGavdpeial Tetaypévaov]. In the Palaipa-
phos inscription no. 53 the restoration in Il. 4-5: --
kal ¢m] / Téov &v "AAeCavdpe[iat imrmécov], seems to
be correct. In no. 54 1l. 2 and 3: [T&v év "AAeEav-
Speilal TeTaypéveov] / immécov, without rejecting
Mitford’s restoration, we would propose: [ypap-
paTéa TGV v 'AAeEavdpeial] / immécov, after the
new evidence from Kourion.

Of the four inscriptions mentioned above, that
published in RDAC 1991, 200f, no. 21 mentions
only one office of Kallikles, that of &pxicc-
patopUAag. The new Kourion document and the
Palaipaphos inscriptions BSA 56, nos 53, 54, in
general are in accord with regards to the offices
held by Kallikles (as stated by him in BSA 56, no.
53). They differ, however, in this: that in the docu-
ment erected by the Cypriots (by the city of Kou-
rion and by the local city strategoi of Paphos), an
effort is made to elaborate more on the offices of
the honorand, interpreting them in their own way,
which betrays ignorance of the real meaning of
the Ptolemaic court terminology (the new Kou-
rion inscription: ypopuaTéa TV v AleEav-
dpeiat IMMéwV Kal evcovupov TapacTtaTnv?;, BSA
56, no. 54: [TTToAleyaiou iAaplxnv TV &v "Ale-
Eavdpeial TeTaypévwy] imMméwy Kal evwvipwv
[TapacTa]Tn.

2. For mapactatny, see Launey, M., Recherches sur les Armées
Hellénistiques, Paris 1949, 119; 1950, 651, 1120 (maotdaTas for
TAPACTAETAS).
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The presence in Cyprus of the Alexandrian
Kallikles, son of Kallikles, must be related with the
strengthening of the defence of Cyprus by Ptolemy
Philometor, for Cyprus, after 163 B.C. was conti-
nously threatened by Philometor's brother,
Ptolemy VIII, Euergetes II, who in 154 B.C., having

landed with a force in Cyprus, found himself sur-
rounded by Philometor’s military forces and sur-
rendered to his brother. All four inscriptions must
have been erected sometime after 163 B.C. and
before 154 B.C. Mitford's inscription no. 53 seems
to be the earliest of all four, shortly after 163 B.C.

THE CITY OF KOURION HONOURS KALLIKLES ...
AL 1015
No Nicoraou
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