
Purpose of my communication is the presen-
tation of a new Ptolemaic honorific inscrip-
tion1 which was found in 1998 in the Acro-

polis of Kourion in southwest Cyprus. The short
discussion on the evidence yielded by the new
document will be followed by a brief comparative
study of three other published honorific inscrip-
tions, which refer to the same Ptolemaic official.

The new document is inscribed on a rectangu-
lar pedestal of whitish limestone (0.78 × 0.28,
width 0.33) which has its upper and rear surface
broken off. On the upper surface partly preserved
two dowel-holes (0.06 diam, 0.06-0.08 deep),
betray the support for a statue. The inscription, in
eight lines, is complete, and occupies the front
long surface of the statue-base (height of the
inscription 0.23). Fig. 1 (squeeze).

Kallikl∞n Kallikl°ouw 'Alejandr°a tÚn
érxisvmatofÊlaka ka‹ grammat°a t«n
§n 'Alejandre¤ai flpp°vn ka‹ eÈ≈numon parastãthn
ka‹ didãskalon toË Basil°vw t«n taktik«n

5 Kouri°vn ≤ pÒliw éret∞w ßneken ka‹ eÈno¤aw
t∞w efiw basil°a Ptolema›on ka‹ bas¤lissan
Kleopãtran tØn édelfØn YeoÁw FilomÆtoraw ka‹

tå t°k`[na]
ka‹ t∞w efiw •autØn eÈerges¤aw ka‹ prÚw ëpantaw 

dikaiosÊnhw.

The honorand is Kallikles, son of Kallikles, of
Alexandria. The city of Kourion erects his statue to
honour him for his virtue, his devotion to the
reigning king Ptolemy Philometor, the queen sister
Cleopatra and their children, for his benefactions

to the city of Kourion itself and for his just conduct
to everybody. In the inscription his rank and
offices are enumerated: érxisvmatofÊlaj, (com-
mander of the royal body guard), grammateÁw t«n
§n 'Alejandre¤a flpp°vn (secretary of the house-
hold cavalry in Alexandria), eÈ≈numow paras-
tãthw (lieutenant of the left wing?), didãskalow
toË Basil°vw t«n taktik«n (instructor royal in
the technicalities of war). 

Another three Cypriot inscriptions inscribed
on pedestals found at Palaipaphos in western
Cyprus, refer to the same Alexandrian Kallikles,
son of Kallikles. They may have been originally set
up in the sanctuary of Aphrodite at Palaipaphos.
Two of the documents have been published by T.
B. Mitford in BSA 56, 1961, 20f, nos 53, 54. The
third is published by the writer in the RDAC 1991,
200f, no. 21, pl. LVI.21. These documents have as
follows:

MITFORD, T.B., The Annual of the British School at
Athens (BSA) 56, 1961, 20f no. 53:

[Basil°a Ptolema›on  YeÚn]
[Fil]omÆto[ra] K`[allikl∞w]
[K]allikl°[o]uw 'Ale[jandreÁw]
ı érxisvmatofÊl[aj ka‹ §p‹]

5 t«n §n 'Alejandre[¤ai flpp°vn]
ka‹ didãskalow [toË Basil°vw]
taktik«n eÈer[ges¤aw ßneka]
t∞w efiw •autÒn ka‹ [tå t°kna].

MITFORD, T.B., o.c., 21, no. 54 (=SEG XX, 1964,
199):

[Kalli]kl∞n Kallikl°o[uw, t«n svmatofulãkvn
Pto-]

[l]ema¤ou filãr[̀xhn, t«n §n 'Alejandre¤ai tetag-
m°nvn]

flpp°vn ka‹ eÈvnÊmvn [§pistã]th̀ǹ ka‹ didãs[kalon]

* Cyprus Museum.
1. Found in 1998 by Dr Demos Christou in his excavations at

Kourion, whom I thank for granting me the permssion to study it.
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toË basil°vw t«n t[akti]k«̀n v ≤ sunarx¤a t«n §n
Pãfvi

5 strathg«n ka‹ §stra[thg]hkÒtvn éret∞w ßneka
ka‹

eÈno¤aw t∞w efiw Basil°[a] Ptolema›on ka‹ Bas¤lis-
san

Kleopãtran tØn édelfÆn, YeoÁw FilomÆtoraw, ka‹
tå t°kna

ka‹ t∞w efiw •au[t]Øn eÈerges¤aw ka‹ prÚw ëpantaw 
dikaiosÊnhw.

NICOLAOU, I., Report of the Department of Antiqui-
ties of Cyprus (RDAC), Nicosia 1991, 200f no. 21,
pl. LVI.21 (=SEG XLI, 1991, 1478):

ÑH pÒliw ≤ Paf¤vn Kallikl∞n
Kallikl°ouw 'Alejandr°a
tÚn érxisvmatofÊlaka é`r`e`t∞w [ßneka]
ka‹ eÈno¤aw t∞w efiw Basil̀°̀à ` [Ptolema›on]

5 ka‹ tØn édelfØn B[̀as¤lissan Kleopãtran]
YeoÁw FilomÆtoraw ka‹ tå [t°kna aÈt«n].

In BSA 56, no. 53 Kallikles, son of Kallikles
himself, honours king Philometor. Stating his own
offices in the same document he is érxisv-
matofÊlaj (commander of the royal bodyguard),
[§p‹] t«n §n 'Alejandre[¤ai flpp°vn] (commander
of the cavalry in Alexandria), didãskalow [toË
Basil°vw] taktik«n (instructor of the king in the
tactics of war). BSA 56, no. 54: In this document
Kallikles is honoured by the sunarx¤a t«n §n
Pãfvi strathg«n ka‹ §stra[thg]hkÒtvn (by
the college of the strategoi of the city of Paphos,
those on active service and those who served
already their term of office), these are local offi-
cials. These two inscriptions from Palaipaphos
were fragmentarily preserved and the text was
restored by T. B. Mitford. The new document from
Kourion being complete allows us to check the cor-
rectness of Mitford’s restorations. Accordingly, Mit-
ford’s proposed restoration: [§pistã]t̀h̀n in l. 3 of
the inscription no. 54, is to be changed into

[parastã]t̀h̀n. Also [t«n svmatofulãkvn] in l.1
of the same inscription, after the new Kourion doc-
ument, the Palaipaphos inscription BSA 56, no.
53, where Kallikles himself states his offices, and
the RDAC 1991 no. 21, the Palaipaphos inscription
no. 54, should be corrected to érxisvmatofÊ-
laka, with a change in the punctuation of Mit-
ford’s lines 1 and 2: l. 1: [Kalli]kl∞n Kallikl[°ouw,
tÚn érxisvmatofÊlaka Pto] / [l]ema¤ou, filãr[̀xhn
t«n §n 'Alejandre¤ai tetagm°nvn]. In the Palaipa-
phos inscription no. 53 the restoration in ll. 4-5: --
ka‹ §p‹] / t«n §n 'Alejandre[¤ai flpp°vn], seems to
be correct. In no. 54 ll. 2 and 3: [t«n §n 'Alejan-
dre¤ai tetagm°nvn] / flpp°vn, without rejecting
Mitford’s restoration, we would propose: [gram-
mat°a t«n §n 'Alejandre¤ai] / flpp°vn, after the
new evidence from Kourion.

Of the four inscriptions mentioned above, that
published in RDAC 1991, 200f, no. 21 mentions
only one office of Kallikles, that of érxisv-
matofÊlaj. The new Kourion document and the
Palaipaphos inscriptions BSA 56, nos 53, 54, in
general are in accord with regards to the offices
held by Kallikles (as stated by him in BSA 56, no.
53). They differ, however, in this: that in the docu-
ment erected by the Cypriots (by the city of Kou-
rion and by the local city strategoi of Paphos), an
effort is made to elaborate more on the offices of
the honorand, interpreting them in their own way,
which betrays ignorance of the real meaning of
the Ptolemaic court terminology (the new Kou-
rion inscription: grammat°a t«n §n 'Alejan-
dre¤ai flpp°vn ka‹ eÈ≈numon parastãthn2; BSA
56, no. 54: [Ptol]ema¤ou filãr[̀xhn t«n §n 'Ale-
jandre¤ai tetagm°nvn] flpp°vn ka‹ eÈvnÊmvn
[parastã]th̀ǹ.

2. For parastãthn, see LAUNEY, M., Recherches sur les Armées
Hellénistiques, Paris 1949, 119; 1950, 651, 1120 (pastãtaw for
parastãtaw).
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The presence in Cyprus of the Alexandrian
Kallikles, son of Kallikles, must be related with the
strengthening of the defence of Cyprus by Ptolemy
Philometor, for Cyprus, after 163 B.C. was conti-
nously threatened by Philometor’s brother,
Ptolemy VIII, Euergetes II, who in 154 B.C., having

landed with a force in Cyprus, found himself sur-
rounded by Philometor’s military forces and sur-
rendered to his brother. All four inscriptions must
have been erected sometime after 163 B.C. and
before 154 B.C. Mitford’s inscription no. 53 seems
to be the earliest of all four, shortly after 163 B.C.

1015THE CITY OF KOURION HONOURS KALLIKLES ...
INO NICOLAOU

Epigrafia 0987-1138  18/6/07  08:14  Página 1015


	THE CITY OF KOURION HONOURSKALLIKLES, SON OF KALLIKLESOF ALEXANDRIA



